
Dear Pat: 

Thanks for writ i r i g  , and for the kirid operiirig . I a1:preciiit.e both.  ,?mil 
al though I have some concern:; about tiic proposal we're ta!.k:;iy i i h u t ,  I 
think it  goes too f a r  t o  say t h a t  I cansicler i t  a t  t l ~ e ~ i t .  L-'ot.ential 
problem, maybe. 

The proposdl a c t u a l l y  f i r s t  reached me from H a r o l d  Varmus, We've had a 
subsequent conversat ion,  i n  which I t o l d  him t h a t  we wrmld look car-eful ly  
a t  t he  proposal .  I expressed. t o  him some o f  the concerns I b r i e f l y  
mentioned t o  Susan. Our mmbcrship and c i r c u l a t i o n  f ~ l k s  have always been  
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caut ious about g iv ing  away back papers -- recent. one:;, anyhow. As f o r  me, 
I a n  unpersuaded a s  co whether "pos t  a f t e r  G 1no:iths" would do any economic 
harm. Harold said:  "make than supply d a t a .  " I have pushed t h a n  on t h a t ,  
though of course the re  mmy not. be an a v a i l a b l e  1iist.ory that. >v;:,:ould give uc; 
an ' exper i m e r i  t of na t i i re .  ' 

Once one passes  t h a t  ques t ion ,  t h e - e ' s  a l s o  the  mmtter of e l l t ry  r o u t e .  
Obviously Science has an electronic:  s i t e  t h a t  offers a riurtxir  c;f product.:; 
and se rv ices  t o  mwnbers, arid i t  would be n ice  i f  to get  our pdpers pi.op!e 
had t o  pass  t.hrough i t .  

B u t  I do have one concern: I in i s t rus t  t he  wisdom of est:abl isliing i i r ly  

s c i e n t i f i c  infolrmatioii monopoly i n  t he  f ede ra l  governilieiit. So T have 
d i f f i c u l t y  1u i t . h  t he  idea that, PiIbPIc;dCe:ltra! should be thr: p l c i c : e .  
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